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BOARD OF
FIRE ENGINEERS

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING OF THE BOARD OF FIRE
ENGINEERS HELD ON MARCH 14, 1989

Present were Board members Robert Spinney, Carl Akerley, and
Anthony Nalli, and Fire Chief Larry Wahl. 1In attendance were
Firefighters Sukeforth and Botelle.

Chairman Spinney called the meeting to corder at 7:02Z p.m,

The minutes of the February 14, 1989 meeting were read. Motion
made and seconded to accept as read; motion carried.

The Fire Chief's monthly report for February was reviewed.
Akerley made motion to accept; seconded by Nalli; so voted.

Chairman Spinney read a letter from Attorney Peter Loughlin
which was in reply to the Board's letter of February 14, 1989

to him concerning chargifg /Fox ﬁ%‘7 @yze service. Attorney
LLoughlin stated that h beéiéy s=fe fave the option to charge
whomever we please for\ambul jé seriyice as long as the monies
are used solely for operation and maintenance of the ambulance
and do not go into the town's general revenue. Discussion
followed, with Spinney and Akerley in favor of setting up a
charge procedure and Nalli opposed because of what he considers
"a real paperwork nightmare." Chief Wahl said he thought if
charges are to be made, it should be a simple system whereby

if payment is not received within 30 or 40 days after initial
billing, a second bill be sent, and if payment still not forth-
coming, drop it. Chairman Spinney said if a third of the monies
were received, that would be a big help, and he felt we should
go ahead with plans, hold a work session to finalize plans,
prepare notification to townspeople, hold a public hearing, etc.
A work session for this purpose was scheduled for 6:30 p.m.,
April 7th.

Chief Wahl presented three Purchase Orders which the Board re-
viewed and signed. One was to National Wrecker for $903 for
work on injection pump on Card; another was to SOLO for four
people to attend advanced rope class; and another to National
Wrecker for semi—annual inspection gf vehicles.

Chairman Spinney asked Chief Wahl the latest on Skip Rogers.
The Chief said as far as he knew, Rogers was still living in
Greenland, or was still using Greenland address, because he got
injured at the Simplex incident February 26 and he put his ad-
dress down as 63 Winnicunnet Road. The Chief said he thought

Rogers was moving, or had moved by now -— he wasn't sure because
Rogers hasn't told him. Chairman Spinney said he was concerned --
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if Rogers gets hurt and isn't living in the area, this could be
a problem. Chief Wahl said it is something that will have to be
discussed. Chairman Spinney caid if Rogers has in fact moved,
action should be taken as soon as possible to fill the position.
He requested that word be gotten to Rogers that he would like
Rogers to contact him as soon as possible to confirm his current
place of residence. Chief Wahl agreed to have Rogers contact
the Chairman.

Chairman Spinney made note that numerous letters had been received
by the Board of Engineers commenting on Chief Wahl's letter in

the last issue of the Newington Neighbor speaking to the lack of
volunteer firefighters from Newington. The Chairman indicated
that since none of the letters were signed, no action was being
taken. He noted that if any townspeople do feel they have
suggestions that would better the department in any way,and wish
to make themselves known, the Board would be happy to take note

of them.

Under new business, Chairman Spinney proposed that the Board meet
at 6:30 in the future rather than at 7 p.m. Board members were
agreeable and the change in time was SO voted.

Chairman Spinney asked Chief Wahl if he had any newv information
or literature on computers. The Chief he had nothing other than
what he had during his presentation before the Budget Committee.

Akerley asked whether the Selectmen had replied to the request
that the Fire Department be assigned the building space which will
be vacated by the Police Department when they move to their new
station.. Chief Wahl said they have not yet responded. Chairman
Spinney said he would be some upset if the space ended up being
assigned some cother activity, like Recreation.

Akerley said at someg@q%gghmgfwgg%¢*like to pursue the matter of
identifying badges '@r“iﬁrmé@@gkﬁgérsonnel, Chairman Spinney
said details of this};9ﬁ3{§@é dis@ussed at the April 7th work
session. il )

Chief Wahl said he would like to attend the New England Fire
Chiefs meeting in South Portland April 13-16. He said a regis-—

tration fee is involved. The Board approved his request.

Chief Wahl said there wexe a couple of areas of NFPA 1500 that
need to be addressed. They are (1) Governmental body must adopt
the regulation; {(2) Some financial dtems - Lkike alert devices
for firefighters; and (3) appointment of Safety Officer and
Occupational Health Committee. Board members agreed to re-read
NFPA 1500 and will discuss this further at a work session.



