Newington Fire Department
Board of Fire Engineers
March 4, 2015
Draft

The regular monthly meeting of the Board of Fire Engineers (BOFE) was called to order at 1309
hrs. by Chairman Darin Sabine. Engineer Ruth Fletcher and Engineer John Klanchesser were in
attendance. The department was represented by Chief Andrew Head and Assistant Chief
LeDuc.

Public Comment: Cosmas locovozzi, identifying himself as a Selectman and a resident of
Newington, voiced his concerns about fire department vehicles being used as employee
transportation and not for the intended purpose of their purchase as command vehicles. Mr.
Iocovozzi cited that his business associate saw Newington’s command vehicle in Epping, NH.
Mr. Iocovozzi said that when the department presented the purchase of the command vehicle to
the budget committee several years ago, it was voted on and supported as a command vehicle
with the understanding that the vehicle would stay in town, house a computer and MSDS
information with hazard materials and for towing an equipment trailer.

Chief Head informed Mr. Iocovozzi that department vehicles used by Chief Head and Assistant
Chief LeDuc go home with the Chief or Assistant Chief so that they may respond, when
necessary, directly to emergency scenes to take command.

Chairman Sabine reiterated that the Chief and Assistant Chief need a vehicle with lights and
sirens if they need to respond quicker than the flow of traffic. Chairman Sabine also pointed out
that having the Chief or Assistant Chief respond to an emergency in their own vehicle could
present an insurance liability for the town.

It was acknowledged that both Chief Head and Assistant Chief LeDuc have transportation
clauses in their contracts. Mr. locovozzi requested redacted copies of Chief Head’s and Assistant
Chief LeDuc’s contracts so that he may review the transportation clauses of both.

Mr. locovozzi encouraged the board to come up with a more economical replacement plan for
future command vehicle purchases.

Mr. Iocovozzi also suggested that the board submit a written request for a Selectman to be
present at future fire engineer meetings. Mr. Iocovozzi thinks that having a Selectman present
could only improve the communication between the Board of Fire Engineers and the Board of
Selectmen. The board thanked Mr. Iocovozzi for his time and will take his request under
consideration.

Prior Month’s Minutes: Engineer Klanchesser made a motion to approve February 4, 2015
meeting minutes as written. Engineer Ruth Fletcher seconded. Motion carried. 3-0

Chief’s Report: Engineer Klanchesser made a motion to approve Chief Head’s report as written
for February. Engineer Fletcher seconded. Motion carried. 3-0

Old Business: Ambulance Rates —The board voted by motion of Engineer Klanchesser, and
second by Engineer Fletcher, to increase the ambulance rates as follows: BLS $660, ALS (1)
$1150, ALS (2) $1630, and $15 per mile; also stipulating that the department maintain the
current practice of billing and collecting. Motion carried 3-0.

Fee Schedules — Chief Head and Assistant Chief LeDuc are in the process of reviewing all of the
research collected from departments on the Seacoast. No information presented. Discussion
postponed to next meeting.
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Defibrillator — Chief Head informed the board that many area departments have recently
purchased Zoll medical defibrillators as a less expensive alternative to the Physio-Control
Lifepak 16 and that Portsmouth Regional Hospital can now receive transmissions from Zoll
devices.

Bay Doors: Chief Head said that the bay doors are in the process of being worked on and that a
repair estimate for the back door needs to be submitted.

New Server — The installation of the new server has been delayed because of more pressing
computer issues. Our IT professional is scheduled to finish the server installation on March 13,
2015.

New Business:

Call Firefighters- Chief Head informed the board that employment posting for call firefighter
positions has been posted. The deadline for applications is March 20, 2015, at which time,
applications will be reviewed and oral boards will be scheduled.

Chief Head informed the board that FF Morin officially resigned his position with Newington
Fire to join North Hampton Fire Department as a full-time firefighter/ Paramedic.

New Business: Chief Head has been having computer problems where his computer shuts
down during use or won’t start up readily. Our IT professional thought it was a hardware issue.
Engineer Fletcher made a motion to allow Chief Head to purchase a new computer to include
software for no more than $900 (nine hundred dollars). Engineer Klanchesser seconded. Motion
carried 3-0.

Purchase Orders- Purchase orders reviewed and signed.

Chief Comments: Chief Head said the department did a great job working well together during
the recent storms and rough conditions. Chief Head cited Lieutenant Gallant’s leadership during
the evacuation of GP Gypsum for roof collapse.

Chief Head read a thank you note from the Langdon Library for help the department recently
provided to them.

Good to the Order: No comments.

Executive session: Engineer Klanchesser made a motion at 1355 hours to enter into Executive
Session under RSA 91-A3 II (A) the dismissal, promotion, or compensation of any public
employee or the disciplining of such employee, or the investigation of any charges against him or
her, unless the employee affected. Chairman Sabine seconded. Motion carried 3-0.

Engineer Klanchesser made a motion to conclude the Executive Session at 1456hrs. Engineer
Fletcher seconded. No decisions made.
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Engineer Klanchesser made a motion to seal minutes to Executive Session indefinitely. Engineer
Fletcher seconded. Motion carried 3-0.

Adjourn: Motion to adjourn by Chairman Sabine 1457hrs. Engineer Fletcher seconded. Motion
carried 3-0.

Meeting adjourned at 14:57 hours.

Respectfully submitted, Laurie F Mu
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